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the branches. The periaguas and canoes that were made
of this red cedar wood were the best of any. The canoes
were little else than dug-outs, simply the trunk of the
tree hollowed, the canoe being sharp at both ends, whilst
the periagua was squared at the stern. Dampier had
travelled to Andreas Island on a French ship, but dis-
liked the French seamen, who were constantly seasick,
so that he and his companions, when they found that a
certain Captain Wright had just arrived with a Spanish
prize, proposed that this vessel should be fitted up as a
fighting ship and be manned by the English of Dampier's
party: a proposal eventually agreed to and carried out
After this, parting company with the Frenchmen, they
crossed over to the Mosquito coast and entered the
Blewfields River. This, we are informed by Dampier,
was named after the famous privateer, Captain Blewfields,
who made his headquarters at Providence Island about
1640-50.

From the Mosquito coast Dampier, in the ship of
Captain Wright, and accompanied by the other English
privateers, sailed to Bocas del Toro, the opening to a
vast lagoon, studded with islands, off the mountainous
north-west coast of the Panama Isthmus. This was a
place that the privateers much resorted to, because on the
shores of the islands valuable green turtle might be had.
It was also a capital resort for careening and repairing
ships. Nevertheless the Indians of the mainland not only
would have nothing to do with the Spaniards, and had
not been conquered, but were also very truculent towards
the privateers, having frequently murdered those who had
camped out on shore. Dampier noted that in the forests
of the mainland the Vanilla orchis grew in great quantity,
the roots of which were used for flavouring